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INTRODUCTION

 The Attorney’s Handbook on Consumer Bankruptcy and Chapter 13 is designed to serve as a ready 
reference	for	attorneys	and	other	 legal	professionals	 in	 the	handling	of	chapter	7	and	chapter	13	bankruptcy	cases	filed	by	
consumer debtors. The handbook contains all resource materials needed to handle typical cases of this sort except the local 
rules, copies of which may be obtained from the local bankruptcy court or its website. The text and supplemental materials 
contained in this edition of the handbook incorporate all changes in the Bankruptcy Code and the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy 
Procedure through January 1, 2012, including the changes resulting from the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer 
Protection Act of 2005. 

The supplemental materials contained in the handbook include the following:

1.	Bankruptcy	Work	Sheets	designed	for	use	in	gathering	data	for	the	filing	of	a	bankruptcy	case.	The	work	sheets			
	 may	be	photocopied	from	this	book	or	downloaded	from	our	Bankruptcy	CD	for	personal	use,	if	desired.	
2.	Completed	samples	of	official	bankruptcy	petitions,	schedules,	and	statements.
3. Samples of motions, documents and pleadings frequently used in consumer bankruptcy cases.
4. The text of all relevant chapters of the Bankruptcy Code, current through January 1, 2012
5. The complete text of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, current through January 1, 2012.
6. The text of the relevant provisions of the Interim Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure.
7. Complete lists of property exempt under the laws of each state, under federal bankruptcy law, and under federal
 nonbankruptcy law. Each list is current through January 1, 2012.

	 Chapter	one	of	the	handbook	contains	a	brief	discussion	on	advising	financially	troubled	consumer	debtors.	Included	
here are discussions of the relative appropriateness of nonbankruptcy remedies, a chapter 7 case, and a chapter 13 case for 
consumer debtors.

 Chapters two and three deal, respectively, with the handling of chapter 7 and chapter 13 cases. Part A of each chapter 
contains a series of questions and answers designed to explain chapter 7 and chapter 13 to persons (including debtor-clients) 
who are not familiar with bankruptcy law or proceedings. These questions and answers may be photocopied from this book or 
downloaded	from	our	Bankruptcy	CD,	if	desired.	Part	B	of	each	chapter	deals	with	the	preparation	of	chapter	7	and	chapter	13	
cases	and	Part	C	of	each	chapter	deals	with	the	filing	and	handling	of	such	cases.

 In using this handbook, the reader is encouraged to use the subject indexes appearing on the last six pages of the 
handbook. Separate subject indexes are provided for chapter 7 and chapter 13 matters. The subject index refers the reader to the 
appropriate page of text, and the paragraph notes appearing on each page of text refer the reader to the location of the desired 
subject in the text.

 This handbook is designed to serve as a ready reference in the day-to-day representation of debtors in chapter 7 and 
chapter 13 cases. It is not necessarily designed for in-depth legal research associated with such functions as brief writing. 
However,	the	author	has	attempted	to	support	each	significant	legal	proposition	with	a	citation	of	authority	that	should	lead	the	
reader to more extensive authority on the subject. For more extensive reading on many of the issues discussed in this handbook, 
see The Bankruptcy Issues Handbook, Fifth Edition, 2010, which complements this handbook by providing in-depth 
commentary	and	analysis	on	the	issues	that	most	often	arise	in	chapter	7	and	chapter	13	cases	filed	by	consumer	debtors.	We 
also publish a Bankruptcy CD which contains every available federal bankruptcy form in an easy to use 
“fillable PDF” format in addition to many of the documents set forth in this book.

vii



CHAPTER ONE

ADVISING A CONSUMER DEBTOR

1.01  Analyzing a Debtor’s Financial Problem

Before an attorney can advise a debtor on how best to resolve his or her financial diffi culties, the debtor must truthfully 
and fully disclose his or her financial situation to the attorney.  Unaided, most consumer debtors are unable or unwilling to recite 
every relevant detail of their financial situation to an attorney.  It is the attorney’s task, then, to ask the appropriate questions 
necessary to obtain the information from the debtor.  The pre liminary information needed to intelligently analyze a typical 
debtor’s financial problem includes the following:

(1) The number of debts owed by the debtor.

(2) The approximate total dollar amount of all debts owed by the debtor.

(3) A brief description of each significant debt sufficient to determine whether it is dischargeable, whether it is secured, 
and whether there are codebtors.

(4) The debtor’s attitude toward each significant debt (i.e., whether the debtor wishes to repay it, discharge it, etc.).

(5) A brief description of the debtor’s significant assets and the extent to which each con stitutes security for a debt.

(6) Whether foreclosures, repossessions, garnishments, attachments, or other actions that may require immediate 
bankruptcy relief have been initiated or threatened against the debtor or the debtor’s property, and if so, by whom.

(7) The debtor’s periodic income from all sources.

(8)  Whether the debtor is currently in the military service.  Although not covered in this handbook, the practitioner 
should be aware of The Servicemembers’ Civil Relief Act of 2003, Pub. L. No. 108-189.  This law provides for the 
temporary suspension of certain judicial proceedings or other transactions that may adversely affect an individual 
currently serving in the U.S. military.  If a debtor is a current military servicemember, the use of bankruptcy form 202, 
“Statement of Military Service” should be consulted.

In most cases the above information should enable the attorney to propose an appro priate remedy for a typical consumer 
debtor.  The remedies available to most consumer debtors include: (1) determining the debtor’s liability for a significant debt, 
(2) an out-of-court agreement with the debtor’s creditors, (3) filing a proceeding under chap ter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code, and 
(4) filing a proceeding under chapter 13 of the Bankruptcy Code.

For some consumer debtors, refinancing may also be an alternative.  However, for most consumer debtors who have 
reached the point of consulting an attorney regarding their financial problem, refinancing is not a viable alter native.

1



2 1.02 - THE NONBANKRUPTCY ALTERNATIVES

1.02  The Nonbankruptcy Alternatives

For most financially-troubled consumer debtors the only nonbankruptcy alternatives are: (1) determining the extent of the 
debtor’s liability for one or more significant debts, and (2) a formal or informal out-of-court agreement with creditors for the 
repayment of all or a significant portion of the debtor’s debts.  Determining the extent of the debtor’s liability for a significant 
debt may be necessary if the debtor’s financial crisis is caused by one or two large debts, such as a substantial child sup port 
obligation, an unliquidated claim for personal injury or breach of contract, or a large medical bill.  In such instances the debtor 
is likely to need independent representation or advisement on the claim giving rise to the debt, rather than debt relief in general.

For a debtor who needs general debt relief, an out-of-court agreement with creditors offers the advan tage of avoiding 
the stigma of bankruptcy.  If such an agreement is simple and easy to negotiate, it may also be less expensive to the debtor 
than a bankruptcy proceeding.  The principal disadvantage of such an agreement is that dis senting creditors cannot be bound 
thereunder and a single hostile creditor can often scuttle an otherwise work able agreement.  Also, if the creditors are too 
numerous or geographically widespread, it may be logistically diffi cult to consummate an agreement.  Finally, there is no way 
to pre vent adverse creditor action while such an agreement is being negotiated.

An agreement with creditors is most likely to be feasible when there are only a few creditors, when most major creditors 
are unsecured and located in the same geographi cal area, when the debtor has sufficient income or assets with which to make 
realistic payments to creditors, and when the debtor does not need the emergency relief provided by the automatic stay that is 
provided in bankruptcy proceedings.

The best method of notifying creditors of a debtor’s desire to negotiate an out-of-court agreement is by tele phone.  If the 
creditors are so numerous that telephoning is not practi cable, an agreement with creditors is proba bly not practicable either.  The 
agreement should be negotiated quickly because it is usually necessary to disclose the debtor’s non exempt assets to creditors, 
and delays may give hostile or aggressive credi tors an opportu nity or excuse to proceed against the assets.

When negotiating with creditors it is important to understand that it is not legally nec essary to treat all cred itors alike.  
Even creditors with identical claims can be treated dif ferently.  Some creditors may prefer to take sub stantially less than 100 
cents on the dollar in return for early payment, while others may prefer to collect all or most of their claims over an extended 
period.  However, the agreement will disclose each creditor’s terms, and large discrepancies in creditor treatment may cause 
negotiation difficulties.  A useful nego tiating device is to com pute the chapter 7 liquidation value of the debtor’s estate and pro-
rate it among the creditors so that each unse cured creditor will know what it would receive should the debtor file under chapter 7.

An agreement with creditors may be drafted so that the debtor makes payments directly to each creditor, or so that the 
debtor makes payments to a disbursing agent, who, in turn, makes the disbursements to creditors.  Much depends upon the 
number of creditors and the preferences of the parties.  If a disbursing agent is appointed, it is a better practice to appoint 
someone other than the debtor’s attorney to perform this task:  a major creditor or a bank are likely candidates.  A sample 
Agreement With Creditors is set forth in Exhibit 1-A at the end of this chapter. 



BANKRUPTCY CODE (TITLE 11 U.S.C.) 319

the offset of claims and obligations that arise under –
(A) a cross-margining agreement or similar arrangement that has been 

approved	by	the	Commodity	Futures	Trading	Commission	or	submitted	 to	
the	Commodity	Futures	Trading	Commission	under	paragraph	(1)	or	(2)	of	
section 5c(c) of the Commodity Exchange Act and has not been abrogated 
or	rendered	ineffective	by	the	Commodity	Futures	Trading	Commission;	or

(B) any other netting agreement between a clearing organization (as 
defined	 in	 section	 761)	 and	 another	 entity	 that	 has	 been	 approved	 by	 the	
Commodity	Futures	Trading	Commission.

(c) As used in this section, the term “contractual right” includes a right set 
forth	in	a	rule	or	bylaw	of	a	derivatives	clearing	organization	(as	defined	in	the	
Commodity	Exchange	Act),	 a	multilateral	 clearing	 organization	 (as	 defined	 in	
the	Federal	Deposit	Insurance	Corporation	Improvement	Act	of	1991),	a	national	
securities exchange, a national securities association, a securities clearing agency, 
a contract market designated under the Commodity Exchange Act, a derivatives 
transaction execution facility registered under the Commodity Exchange Act, or 
a	board	of	trade	(as	defined	in	the	Commodity	Exchange	Act)	or	in	a	resolution	
of the governing board thereof, and a right, whether or not evidenced in writing, 
arising under common law, under law merchant, or by reason of normal business 
practice.

(d) Any provisions of this title relating to securities contracts, commodity 
contracts, forward contracts, repurchase agreements, swap agreements, or master 
netting agreements shall apply in a case under chapter 15, so that enforcement of 
contractual provisions of such contracts and agreements in accordance with their 
terms will not be stayed or otherwise limited by operation of any provision of 
this title or by order of a court in any case under this title, and to limit avoidance 
powers to the same extent as in a proceeding under chapter 7 or 11 of this title 
(such enforcement not to be limited based on the presence or absence of assets of 
the debtor in the United States).

562. Timing of damage measurement in connection with 
swap agreements, securities contracts, forward con-
tracts, commodity contracts, repurchase agreements, 
and master netting agreements

(a)	If	the	trustee	rejects	a	swap	agreement,	securities	contract	(as	defined	
in	section	741),	forward	contract,	commodity	contract	(as	defined	in	section	761),	
repurchase agreement, or master netting agreement pursuant to section 365(a), 
or	 if	 a	 forward	 contract	merchant,	 stockbroker,	 financial	 institution,	 securities	
clearing	agency,	repo	participant,	financial	participant,	master	netting	agreement	
participant, or swap participant liquidates, terminates, or accelerates such contract 
or agreement, damages shall be measured as of the earlier of –

(1)	the	date	of	such	rejection;	or
(2) the date or dates of such liquidation, termination, or acceleration.

(b) If there are not any commercially reasonable determinants of value 
as of any date referred to in paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (a), damages 
shall be measured as of the earliest subsequent date or dates on which there are 
commercially reasonable determinants of value.

(c)	 For	 the	 purposes	 of	 subsection	 (b),	 if	 damages	 are	 not	measured	 as	
of the date or dates of rejection, liquidation, termination, or acceleration, and 
the	 forward	 contract	 merchant,	 stockbroker,	 financial	 institution,	 securities	
clearing	agency,	repo	participant,	financial	participant,	master	netting	agreement	
participant, or swap participant or the trustee objects to the timing of the 
measurement of damages –

(1) the trustee, in the case of an objection by a forward contract 
merchant,	stockbroker,	financial	institution,	securities	clearing	agency,	repo	
participant,	 financial	 participant,	 master	 netting	 agreement	 participant,	 or	
swap	participant;	or

(2)	 the	forward	contract	merchant,	stockbroker,	financial	 institution,	
securities	 clearing	 agency,	 repo	 participant,	 financial	 participant,	 master	
netting agreement participant, or swap participant, in the case of an objection 
by the trustee,

has the burden of proving that there were no commercially reasonable determinants 
of value as of such date or dates.

CHAPTER 7 - LIQUIDATION

SUBCHAPTER	I	-	OFFICERS	AND	ADMINISTRATION

Sec.
701.  Interim trustee
702.  Election of trustee
703.  Successor trustee
704.  Duties of trustee
705.  Creditors’ committee
706.  Conversion
707.  Dismissal of a case or conversion to a case under chapter 11 or 13

SUBCHAPTER II - COLLECTION, LIQUIDATION, AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF	THE	ESTATE

721.  Authorization to operate business
722.  Redemption
723.  Rights of partnership trustee against general partners
724.  Treatment of certain liens
725.  Disposition of certain property
726.  Distribution of property of the estate
727.  Discharge

SUBCHAPTER III - STOCKBROKER LIQUIDATION
(omitted)*

SUBCHAPTER IV - COMMODITY BROKER LIQUIDATION
(omitted)*

SUBCHAPTER V – CLEARING BANK LIQUIDATION
(omitted)*

* Indicated subchapter does not pertain to chapter 7 consumer cases and is not 
included below.

SUBCHAPTER	I	-	OFFICERS	AND	ADMINISTRATION

701.  Interim trustee

(a)(1) Promptly after the order for relief under this chapter, the United 
States trustee shall appoint one disinterested person that is a member of the panel 
of private trustees established under section 586(a)(1) of title 28 or that is serving 
as trustee in the case immediately before the order for relief under this chapter to 
serve as interim trustee in the case.

(2) If none of the members of such panel is willing to serve as interim 
trustee in the case, then the United States trustee may serve as interim trustee in 
the case.

(b) The service of an interim trustee under this section terminates when a 
trustee elected or designated under section 702 of this title to serve as trustee in 
the	case	qualifies	under	section	322	of	this	title.

(c) An interim trustee serving under this section is a trustee in a case under 
this title.

702.  Election of trustee

(a) A creditor may vote for a candidate for trustee only if such creditor -
(1)	holds	an	allowable,	undisputed,	fixed,	liquidated,	unsecured	claim	

of a kind entitled to distribution under section 726(a)(2), 726(a)(3),726(a)(4), 
752(a),	766(h),	or	766(i)	of	this	title;

(2) does not have an interest materially adverse, other than an equity 
interest that is not substantial in relation to such creditor’s interest as a 
creditor,	to	the	interest	of	creditors	entitled	to	such	distribution;	and

(3) is not an insider.
(b) At the meeting of creditors held under section 341 of this title, creditors 

may elect one person to serve as trustee in the case if election of a trustee is 
requested by creditors that may vote under subsection (a) of this section, and that 
hold	at	least	20	percent	in	amount	of	the	claims	specified	in	subsection	(a)(1)	of	
this section that are held by creditors that may vote under subsection (a) of this 
section.

(c) A candidate for trustee is elected trustee if -

(1) creditors holding at least 20 percent in amount of the claims of a 
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SUBJECT INDEX

For Chapter Two

(Chapter 7 Cases)

Abandoned property, redemption of by debtor  
under Section 722, 56

Abandonment of property by trustee, motion to 
compel, 56, 66

Abuse of chapter 7, dismissal of case for, 84-86
Address of creditor, 

good faith attempt to ascertain, 40 
incorrect, consequences of, 40, 62

Address of debtor, incorrect, effect of, 53
Administration of case, joint petition, 25
Affidavit of attorney, reaffirmed debt, 77
After-acquired property, 

claiming exemptions on, 45 
filing supplemental schedules of, 52, 64

Agreement to reaffirm debt, 76-78
Alimony, maintenance or support, see domestic 

support obligation
Allowance of claims, 

generally, 79-82 
secured, 79, 80 
unsecured, 80-82

Amendment of chapter 7 documents, 62
Appeals in chapter 7 cases, 87
Application and order to pay filing fee in installments, 

42
Application for waiver of filing fee, 42, 47
Assigned claims, how to list, 39
Attorney, debtor’s, duties and liabilities of, 17-23
Attorney’s compensation, see Attorney’s fees
Attorney’s declaration, reaffirmed debt, 77
Attorney’s disclosure statement, 22, 42
Attorney’s fees, 

dischargeability of debts for, 23 
disclosure of, 23 
generally, 23, 24 
recovery of by debtor, 18, 22

Attorney’s signature, requirement and effect, 30
Automatic stay, 

actions and proceedings not stayed, 49, 50 
actions and proceedings stayed, 49 
damages for violation of, 51 
effect on codebtors, 51 
eviction proceedings, 51 
expiration of, 50 
generally, 49-51 
relief from, 50, 79 
repeat filers, 50 
termination of as to personal property, 79

Avoidable transfers, necessity of discovering, 27
Avoiding liens, 

generally, 76 
under Section 506(d), 58, 76 
under Section 522(f), 57, 76 
under Section 522(h), 45

Avoiding transfers,  
powers of trustee, 66, 67 
under Section 522(h), 45

Bankruptcy Administrator, powers of, 64
Bankruptcy case, prior, see Prior bankruptcy case
Bankruptcy court file, public record, 62
Bankruptcy estate, what constitutes, 63
Bankruptcy forms, see chapter 7 forms
Bankruptcy fraud, penalty, 37
Bankruptcy Judge, prohibition of ex parte contacts 

with, 68
Bankruptcy Noticing Center, 59
Bankruptcy petition preparers, nonattorney, 16
Bankruptcy relief, immediate, 27
Bankruptcy Rule 9011, 21, 22
Bankruptcy Rules, local, 17
Bankruptcy Rules, Interim,  17
Bankruptcy trustee, see Trustee in bankruptcy
Bankruptcy work sheets, use of, 24, 30
Budget and credit counseling, 27, 28

Certificate as to credit counseling, 42
Cash advances, dischargeability of debts for, 71, 73
Change of venue, 47
Chapter 7 case, 

closing of, 87 
conversion to another chapter, 86, 87 
dismissal of, 84-87 
general description of, 15, 16 
length of, 16 
joint, see Joint Chapter 7 case 
procedure when filed in wrong district, 47 
reopening of, 58, 87 
termination of, methods, 84 
venue requirements, 47

Chapter 7 debtor’s statement of intention, see 
Statement of Intention

Chapter 7 discharge, 
community property and debts, effect on, 75 
debtor’s eligibility for, 25, 68 
debts discharged by, 70 
debts not discharged by, 70-72 
deferment of, 69, 78 
effect of, 74, 75 
filing objections to, 69 
generally, 68-75 
hearing, necessity of, 70 
notice of, 70 
order of, 70 
personal financial management course,

  requirement of, 28, 69 
revocation of, 70 
waiver of, 68, 70 
when granted, 69 
when not granted, notice, 70

Chapter 7 forms, 
amendments, 31, 62 
filing requirements, 29 
generally, 29-42 
needed, typical case, 29 
number of copies filed, 47 
preparation of, 30-42 
signature requirements, 30 
verification requirements, 30 
where to file, 48

Chapter 7 process, explanation of, 15, 26
Chapter 11, 12 or 13, converting case to, 86, 87
Charitable contributions by debtor, avoidability of in 

bankruptcy, 66
Child support debts, dischargeability of, 71, 72
Claiming exemptions, 43-45
Claims, 

allowance of, see Allowance of claims 
assigned, how to list, 38 
contingent, 82 
disputed, how to list, 39 
filing of, see Proof of claim 
generally, 79-83 
how to list on schedules, 38, 39 
not allowable, 81, 82 
objections to allowance of, 56, 81 
predominantly nondischargeable, listing of, 

  39 
priority, 39, 83 
proof of, see Proof of claim 
secured, see Secured claims 
subrogated, 80 
transfer of, 80 
unliquidated, 39, 82 
withdrawal of, 81

Clerk’s Notice to Consumer Debtor, 42
Closing chapter 7 case, 87
Codebtors, 

effect of automatic stay on, 51 
effect of chapter 7 discharge on, 75 
filing of claim by, 80 
schedule of, 40

Commencement of case, notice of, 42, 59
Community debts, effect of discharge on, 75

Community property, 
includable in estate, 63, 75 
joint petition, when necessary, 25 
states, list of, 75

Compensation of debtor’s attorney, 23, 24
Complaints objecting to discharge, 69
Complaints to determine dischargeability of 

debts, 74
Computer-generated forms, requirements, 36
Condominium fees, nondischargeability of, 72
Consumer debt, definition, 53, 56
Consumer debtor, clerk’s notice to, 42
Contempt powers of bankruptcy court, 54
Contingent claims, allowance of, 82
Contracts, executory, 40, 67
Converting case to chapter 11, 12 or 13, 86, 87
Copies, number to file, chapter 7 forms, 47
Core proceedings, what constitutes, 16
Credit counseling, 27, 28
Creditors, 

how to list, 38, 39 
incorrect address for, 40, 62 
meetings of, generally, 59-61 
notice to, returned undelivered, 62 
obtaining complete list of, 26 
omission of on schedules, effect of, 
 40, 71 
payment of dividends to, 83 
relief from stay, how to obtain, 50, 79

Current expenditures, schedule of, 41
Current income, schedule of, 40
Current monthly income, 

determination of, 25, 32 
expenses used, 33, 34

Damages for attempted collection of discharged debt, 
75

Damages for violation of automatic stay, 51
Data for filing case, how to obtain, 24
Debt relief agency,  

advertising requirements, 20 
contract requirements, 20 
debtor’s attorney as, 17 
definition of, 17 
disclosure requirements, 18-20 
generally, 17-20 
liability of, 18, 20 
restrictions on, 17, 18

Debtor, 
address, incorrect, effect of, 53 
attorney for, 

  generally, 17-24
  see Debt relief agency
 bankruptcy estate of, 63 

duties of in chapter 7 case, 52-54 
duty of attorney to inform, 24 
filing of proof of claim by, 80 
interview with, matters to cover, 24-27 
rights of in chapter 7 case, 55-58

Debts, 
dealt with in prior bankruptcy case, 71, 72 
discharge of as income to debtor, rule, 76
dischargeability of, see Dischargeability of 
 debts 
not scheduled, dischargeability, 40, 71 
secured, ascertaining debtor’s intentions  
 with respect to, 27, 53, 54

Dependent of debtor, list of exempt property filed by, 
43

Discharge, chapter 7, see Chapter 7 discharge
Discharge and reaffirmation hearing, 70
Discharge of debt as income to debtor, rule, 76

(continued on next page)
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Dischargeability of debts, 
complaints to determine, 74 
generally, 70-74 
necessity of checking, 26 
owed to debtor’s attorney, 23 
see Chapter 7 discharge 
when creditor not notified of case, 40, 71

Discharged debt, attempt to collect, 75
Disclosure of compensation of attorney, 22, 42, 73
Disclosure requirements, debt relief agency, 18-20
Dismissal of case, 

as abuse of chapter 7, 25, 84-86 
effect of, 87 
generally, 84-87

Discriminatory treatment, debtor’s right to protection 
against, 55

Disputed claims, how to list, 39
Dividends to creditors, payment of, 83
Divorce debts, dischargeability of, 71, 72
Domicile of debtor, 27
Domestic support obligations, 

definition of, 72 
dischargeability of debtors for, 71, 72 
importance of listing, 39

Driver’s license, denial of as discriminatory treatment, 
55

Drunk driving, dischargeability of debts for, 71
Duties of debtor, 52-54
Duties of trustee, 65

Educational loans, dischargeability of, 71-73
Electronic Bankruptcy Noticing, 59
Electronic Case Filing, 30, 42, 48
Electronic signature, requirements, 30
Eligibility of debtor for discharge, 25, 68
Eligibility of debtor under title 11, previous bankruptcy 

case, 25
Embezzlement, dischargeability of debts for, 71
Emergency filing procedures, 48
Engaged in business, what constitutes, 41
ERISA-qualified retirement plan, excluded from 

estate, 44, 63
Estate, bankruptcy, what constitutes, 63
Estate planning, negative, 26
Eviction of debtor, 29, 51
Examination of debtor, limitation of, 59
Executory contracts, 40, 67
Exempt property, 

avoiding security interests in, 56 
complete lists of, state and federal, 317 
how to list, 38, 43 
liability of for debts after case, 45 
list of, failure to file, effect, 43 
list of, filing objections to, 45 
recovery of under Section 522(h), 45 
sale of by trustee, procedure, 66 
schedule of, 38 
valuation of, 38

Exemption, homestead, see Homestead exemption
Exemption laws, applicability of, 43, 44
Exemptions, 

claiming, generally, 43-45 
claiming of on after-acquired property, 45 
claiming of on transferred property, 45

 exemptions, types of, 45
 federal bankruptcy, use of, 25, 43 

homestead, 44 
objections, value vs. item, 45

 state of domicile, 43 
waiver of, enforceability, 44

False financial statement, debts obtained by, 
dischargeability of, 71

Federal bankruptcy exemptions, use of, 25, 43
Federal taxes, debts incurred to pay, dischargeability 

of, 72
Fees, 

attorney’s, see Attorney’s fees 

 for filing amended schedule of creditors, 62 
for filing complaint to determine discharge- 
ability of debt, 74 
for filing motion for relief from stay, 50 
of debtor’s attorney, 23, 24

Filing fee, chapter 7 case, 
amount of, 47 
arranging for payment of, 26 
necessity of payment, 47 
nonpayment of, dismissal of case for, 84 
payment of in installments, time, 42, 47 
waiver of, 42, 47

Final decree, 87
Final report, trustee’s, 87
Financial affairs, statement of, 41, 47
Financial management course, 28
Fines or penalties, dischargeability of, 71
Foreign state, exemption laws, applicability, 44
Forms, Chapter 7, see Chapter 7 forms
Forms, local, 17
Fraud, dischargeability of debts for, 71
Fraudulent transfers, 

avoidance of, 66, 67 
necessity of discovering, 27

Governmental units, discriminatory treatment by, 
prohibition of, 55

Guarantor,  
effect of automatic stay on, 51 
effect of chapter 7 discharge on, 74 
filing of claim by, 81

Hearing, discharge and reaffirmation, 70
Homestead exemption, 44
Household goods,  

exemption of, 44 
definition of, 57

Immediate bankruptcy relief, necessity of, 27
Income, current, monthly, 25, 32-34
Income tax refunds, when not exempt, 43
Income tax returns, duty to provide, 54
Income to debtor, discharge of debt as, rule, 76
Incorrect address of debtor, effect of, 53
Incorrectly listed creditor, 40, 62
Individual consumer debtor, notice to, 42
Information from debtor, obtaining of, 24
Intention, statement of, see Statement of Intention
Interim trustee, appointment of, 65
Interviewing debtor, matters to cover, 24-27
Intoxicated driving, debts incurred from, 

dischargeability of, 71
Instructional course on personal financial 

management, 28, 69
IRS standards, use of, 33, 34

Joint chapter 7 case, 
administration of, 25, 66 
claiming exemptions, 25, 43 
filing fee, amount of, 25 
generally, 25, 43, 66 
when advisable, 25

Jointly-owned property,  
claiming exemptions on, 38, 44 
how to list, 37

Judicial liens, avoidance of under Section 522(f), 57
Jurisdiction, chapter 7 case, 15, 16

Larceny, dischargeability of debts for, 71
Leases, unexpired, 40, 67
Liabilities, schedules of, preparation, 38-40

Liability of debtor for discharged debt, 74
License, driver’s, denial of as discriminatory treatment, 

55
Liens, 

avoiding under Section 506(d), 58, 75 
avoiding of under Section 522(f), 57, 75 
survival of after case, 58, 80 
validity of after case, 58, 75, 76

Limitations, statute of, effect of case on, 82
List of creditors, when filed, 48
List of exempt property, 

failure to file, effect of, 43 
filing objections to, 45 
filing of, 38, 43

Local forms, 17
Local rules, 17
Luxury goods or services, dischargeability of debts 

for, 71, 73

Mailing address of debtor, change of, duty to inform 
court, 53

Maintenance, see Alimony, maintenance or support
Means testing, 25, 31-35, 85
Median family income, 32
Meeting of creditors, 

documents debtor should bring to, 60, 61 
generally, 59-61 
items required of debtor, 60 
notice requirements, 59 
when and where held, 59

Motions, 
for approval of reaffirmation 
 agreements, 77 
for relief from automatic stay, 50, 79 
to avoid liens under Section 506(d), 58, 75 
to avoid liens under Section 522(f), 57, 75 
to convert case to another chapter, 86, 87 
to dismiss case, 84-87 
to redeem property under Section 722, 56

Negative estate planning, 26
Non-attorney bankruptcy petition preparer, 16
Nondischargeability of debt, degree of proof required 

to establish, 74
Nonexempt property, collection of by trustee, 66
Notice by publication, 40
Notice of, 

automatic stay, 51 
commencement of case, 42, 59 
discharge, 70 
meeting of creditors, 59 
no discharge, 70 
time for filing, 
 claims, 79 
 complaints to determine 
  dischargeability of 
   debts, 74 
 objections to discharge, 69 
 objections to list of exempt 
  property, 45

Notice to individual consumer debtor, 42
Notice requirements, debt relief agency, 18-20
Number of copies, Chapter 7 forms, 47

Objections to allowance of claims, 56, 81
Objections to list of exempt property, 45
Objections to discharge of debtor, 69
Official forms, use of, 29
Offset of mutual debts, 82
Order for relief, when entered, 15
Order of discharge, 

deferment of, 69, 78 
form and content, 70

Order of priority, claims and expenses, 83
Order to pay filing fee in installments, 42

SUBJECT INDEX
For Chapter Two

(Chapter 7 Cases)
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Payment of filing fee, see Filing fee
Personal property,  

redemption of under Section 722, 56 
valuation of, 37

Petition, chapter 7, 
filing requirements, 47, 48 
joint, see Joint chapter 7 case 
preparation of, 35, 36 
sample of, 123

Postpetition transfers, avoidance of, 66
Preferential transfers, 

avoidance of, 66 
necessity of discovering, 27

Presumption of abuse, 34, 35, 59, 85
Prior bankruptcy case, 

dischargeability of debts listed in, 71, 72 
effect of on debtor’s eligibility under 
 title 11, 25

Priority claims, how to list, 39
Priority claims and expenses, order of, 83
Proof of claim, 

filing objections to, 56, 81 
filing requirements, generally, 79-81 
for security interest, 79 
time for filing, 79 
withdrawal of, 81

Property, 
abandonment of by trustee, 56, 65 
after-acquired, 
 claiming exemptions on, 45 
 duty to report and file supplemental 
  schedule, 52, 63 
community, see Community property 
exempt, see Exempt property 
jointly owned, 
 claiming exemptions on, 38, 44 
 how to list, 37 
personal, redemption of under Section 
 722, 57 
reclaiming of by creditor, 51, 79 
transferred, claiming exemptions on, 45 
nonexempt, collection of by trustee, 66

Public record, bankruptcy court file, 62
Publication, notice by, 40

Reaffirmation agreements, 
declaration of attorney, 77 
generally, 76-78 
notice requirements, 77 
required documents, 77 
statement of intention, necessity of, 77

Reaffirmation hearing, 78
Reaffirming debts, 76-78
Recovering exempt property under Section 522(h), 45
Redeeming property under Section 722, 56
Registration of discharge in other districts, 70
Relief from automatic stay, 50, 79
Reopening case, 58, 87
Replacement value of assets, 37
Retirement funds, 

excluded from estate, 44, 63 
exemption of, 44

Revocation of discharge, 70
Rights of debtor under chapter 7, 55-58

Schedule of assets and liabilities, 
filing requirements, 47, 48 
preparation of, 37-41

Schedules of current income and expenditures, 
preparation of, 40, 41

Section 506(d), avoiding liens under, 58, 75
Section 522(f), avoiding liens under, 57, 75
Section 722, redeeming personal property under, 56
Secured claims, 

allowance and valuation of, 79, 80 
listing of, 38

Secured creditors, 
recovering collateral, procedure, 51, 80 
survival of lien, 80

Securities fraud, dischargeability of debts for, 72
Self-settled trusts, avoidability of transfers to, 27, 67
Service by publication, 40
Setoffs, 82
Signature, electronic, requirements, 30
Signature of attorney, requirement and effect, 30
Social Security Number, Statement of, 35
State and federal exemptions, splitting of in joint case, 

prohibition of, 25, 43
Statement of Current Monthly Income and Means Test 

Calculation,
  preparation of, 31-35
  version of, 31
Statement of financial affairs, 

filing requirements, 47 
preparation of, 41 
sample of, 145-155

Statement of Intention, 
filing and service requirements, 53,54 
necessity of filing, 53, 56, 76 
preparation of, 42 
time limits for carrying out, 54

Statement of Social Security Number, 35
Statute of limitations, effect of case on, 82
Stay, automatic, see Automatic stay
Student loans, 

nondiscrimination requirements, 55 
dischargeability of debts for, 71-73

Subrogated claims, allowance of, 80
Support, see Domestic support obligation
Survival of lien, secured creditor, 75, 76, 79

Tax claims,  importance of listing, 39
Tax debts, dischargeability of, 70, 71
Tax refunds, when not exempt, 43
Tax returns, debtor’s duty to provide 54
Termination of Chapter 7 case, methods, 84
Time for filing, 

complaints to determine dischargeability 
 of debts, 74 
motions for approval of reaffirmation 
 agreements, 77 
objections to allowance of claims, 81 
objections to discharge of debtor, 69 
objections to list of exempt property, 45 
schedules and statements, 47, 48

Title 11 cases, jurisdiction and procedure in, 16
Title 11, eligibility of debtor under, 25
Tools of trade, definition, 44
Transferred claims, allowance of, 80

Transferred property,  
claiming exemptions on, 45 
recovery of by debtor under Section  
 522(h), 45

Transfers, fraudulent, preferential or unauthorized, 
avoidance of, 66, 67

Trustee in bankruptcy, 
abandonment of property by, 56, 65 
advisement duties of, 60 
appointment of, 65, 66 
avoidance of transfers by, 66, 67 
collection of nonexempt assets by, 66 
duties of, generally, 65 
executory contracts powers, 68 
fee, amount of, 66 
filing objections to discharge by, 69 
filing of claims by, 80 
final report of, 65, 87 
generally, 65-68 
interim, appointment of, 65 
sale of exempt property by, 66 
venue restrictions, 67

Trusts, self-settled, avoidability of transfers to, 27, 67

Unauthorized transfers, avoidance of, 66
Unexpired leases, 40, 67
United States Trustee, duties of, 64, 65
Unliquidated claims, allowance of, 82
Unscheduled creditor, 40, 71
Unscheduled debts, dischargeability of, 40, 71
Utility service, debtor’s right to continuation 

of, 55

Valuation of personal property, 37
Venue requirements, Chapter 7 case, 47
Venue restrictions, trustee, 67
Verification requirements, Chapter 7 forms, 30
Voidable liens and security interests, 56
Voidable transfers, 45, 66, 67
Voluntary petition, see Petition, chapter 7
Voluntary repayment of discharged debt, 78

Waiver of discharge, 68, 70
Waiver of exemptions, 44
Waiver of filing fee, 42, 47
Willful injury, dischargeability of debt for, 71
Withdrawal of claim, 81
Work Sheets, bankruptcy, use of, 24, 30
Wrong district, procedure when case filed in, 47

SUBJECT INDEX
For Chapter Two

(Chapter 7 Cases)
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SUBJECT INDEX

For Chapter Three

(Chapter 13 Cases)

Acceleration clauses, curing defaults under, 206
Acceptance of plan, 

by secured creditors, 204 
partially-secured creditor, 
 cram-down, 220

Address of creditor, incorrect, 219
Agreements, reaffirmation, 233
Alimony, maintenance or support, 

debts for, 
 treatment of in plan, 202 
 effect of automatic stay on, 216

Allowance of claims, 
generally, 226-228 
objections to, 227 
postpetition, 225

Amendments to chapter 13 forms, 219
Appeals in chapter 13 cases, 235
Application for allowance of attorney’s compensation, 

193, 213
Application to pay filing fee in installments, 218
Attorney, duties and liabilities of, 192, 193
Attorney, functions of in chapter 13 case, 189, 193
Attorney’s compensation, 

application for allowance of, 193, 213 
generally, 192, 193, 197

Attorney’s disclosure statement, 193, 213
Attorney’s signature, requirement and effect, 209, 210
Automatic stay, generally, 216
Avoiding liens and security interests, 197, 205

Bankruptcy case, prior, effect of on eligibility of debtor 
under title 11, 194

Bankruptcy Judge, prohibited contacts with, 223
Bankruptcy Work Sheets, use of, 195
Bifurcation of home mortgage, 206
Budget, preparation of, generally, 200
Budget & credit counseling 

certificate as to, 209, 213 
requirement of, 194

Business debtor, special requirements, 198
Business, operation of during case, 198

Cash collateral, sale or use of by debtor, 198
Categories of debtors, 196
Change of venue, 214
Chapter 11 or 12, conversion of case to, 230
Chapter 7, conversion of case to, 229-232
Chapter 7 discharge, effect of chapter 13 case on 

eligibility for, 235
Chapter 13, 

eligibility requirements, debtor, 194 
process, explanation of, 191, 197 
trustee, see Trustee, chapter 13

Chapter 13 case, 
closing of, 236 
commencement of, notice, 215 
conversion of to chapter 11 or 12, 230 
conversion of to chapter 7, 229-232 
dismissal of, 229-232 
effect on eligibility of debtor for chapter 7 
 discharge, 235

 filing fee, 214 
filing of, 211, 215 
general description of, 191 
reopening of, 236 
venue requirements, 214

Chapter 13 discharge, 
debts not discharged by, 233 
effect of, 231 
eligibility of debtor for, 195, 233 
generally, 233-235 
order and notice of, 235 
revocation of, 235 
under Section 1328(a), 233 
under Section 1328(b), 233, 234 
waiver of, 233

Chapter 13 eligibility requirements, 194
Chapter 13 forms, 

amendments of, 219 
 filing requirements, 209, 210, 214 
modification of by business debtor, 198 

needed, typical case, 209 
number of copies to file, 209, 214 
official, use of required, 209 
preparation of, generally, 209-213 
schedules, preparation of, 212 
signature requirements, 209, 213 
statement of current monthly income and

disposable income calculation, 211 
statement of financial affairs, 212 
verification requirements, 210 
when not filed with petition, 215 
where to obtain, 210

Chapter 13 petition, 
attorney’s declaration, 193, 213 
filing of, 211, 215 
joint, 196 
preparation of, 212

Chapter 13 plan, 
business debtor, 198 
categories of, 208 
commitment period, 203, 211, 224 
confirmation of, see Confirmation of plan 
confirmation requirements, 201, 202 
curing defaults under, 205, 206 
determining amount to be paid under, 200 
disposable income, 199-201 
effect of confirmation, 220 
filing requirements, 214, 215 
form of, 302 
generally, 201-208 
good faith requirement, 196, 203, 208 
length of, 203, 211, 224 
mandatory provisions, 201, 202 
modifying after confirmation, 224, 225 
modifying before confirmation, 220 
number of copies filed, 224 
order confirming, 220, 225 
permitted provisions, 202 
preliminary, use of, 197 
preparation of, 201-208, 212 
priority claims, 202, 204 
related documents, 212 
revocation of, 221 
sample of, 248-255 
secured claims, treatment of, 204-206 
summaries of, 212 
unsecured claims, treatment of, 201, 206-208

Charitable contributions of debtor, inclusion of in 
disposable income, 199

Claims, 
allowance of, see Allowance of claims 
contingent or unliquidated, 227 
examination of by debtor, 228 
filing of, see Proof of claim 
generally, 226-228 
improperly filed, 226 
not allowable, 227 
objections to allowance of, 227 
paid directly to creditor, 228 
payment of by trustee, 228 
payment of outside of plan, 204, 207 
plan requirements, 204-208 
postpetition, see Postpetition claims 
priority, 202, 204 
proof of, see Proof of claim 
reduction of, 228 
secured, 
commencement of payment, 198, 214 
curing defaults on, 205 
filing and allowance of, generally, 226 
payment of interest on, 204 
payment of outside of plan, 204 
purchase-money security interest, 205 
relief from stay, 216 
treatment of in plan, 204-206 
valuation of, 205, 206, 228
small, how paid, 198
subrogated, transferred, or offsetting, 226
unsecured,
 

 classes of, 202-208 
 confirmation requirements, 206 
 debtor’s attitude toward, 196 
 filing and allowance of, 226, 228 
 payments on, 201, 228 
 prohibited classes of, 207 
 treatment of in plan, 201, 206-208

withdrawal of, 226
Classes of unsecured claims, 206-208
Codebtors, 

protected by automatic stay, 216 
filing of claims by, 226

Commencement of case, notice of, 215
Commencement of payments by debtor, 198
Compensation of attorney, 192, 193, 197
Complaints, 

objecting to discharge, 234 
to determine dischargeability of debt, 234

Confirmation hearing, 
debtor’s responsibilities at, 221 
notice requirements, 217, 219 
order of business at, 219 
required findings by court, 221

Confirmation of plan, 
effect of, 221 
generally, 219-221 
modifying plan after, 224, 225 
objections to, 219 
order of, 220, 245 
requirements, 201-203 
revocation of, 221

Confirmation order, 220, 245
Consumer debts, postpetition, 222
Contingent debt, what constitutes, 194, 227
Contracts, executory, handling of, 208
Conversion of case to chapter 11 or 12, 230
Conversion of case to chapter 7, 229-232
Copies, number filed, chapter 13 forms, 214
Cram-down, partially secured creditors, 220
Credit counseling, see budget & credit counseling
Creditors, 

claims of, see Claims 
how to list, 211 
incorrect address of, procedure, 219 
meetings of, 217-219 
not dealt with in plan, liens of, 226 
remedies, defaulting debtor, 216

Curing defaults, 205, 206
Current monthly income, definitions, 199

Death or insanity of debtor, 230
Debt relief agency, 192, 193
Debtor(s) 

attitude toward debts, 196 
categories of, 196 
death or insanity of, 230 
defaulting, creditors’ remedies, 216 
engaged in business, 198, 199 
estate, property includible in, 223 
examination of claims by, 228 
examination of, limitations, 217 
filing of claims by, 226 
home mortgage, curing of defaults, 206 
operation of business during case, 198 
reasons for filing under chapter 13, 196 
rights and duties of, 197 
transactions with attorney, review of by 
 court, 203 
two or more cases filed by, 214

Debts, 
contingent, what constitutes, 194 
discharged, attempt to collect, 235 
discharged under chapter 13, 233, 234 
last payment due after end of plan, 202, 233 
postpetition, 225
secured by debtor’s principal residence, 206

Decree, final, 236
Defaulting debtor, creditors’ remedies, 216
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Defaults, curing of under plan, 205
Deposit, requirement of, 197
Discharge, see Chapter 13 discharge
Discharge hearing, 234
Discharged debt, attempt to collect, 235
Disclosure of attorney’s compensation, 193, 213, 
Dismissal of case, 229-231
Disposable income, determination of, 199-201
Duties of debtor, 197
Duties of trustee, 222, 223, 232

Educational loans, dischargeability, 234
Electronic case filing, 215
Eligibility requirements, 

for chapter 13 discharge, 195, 233 
for chapter 13 generally, 194

Emergency filing procedure, 215
Engaged in business, debtor, 198, 199
Estate, debtor’s, property included in, 223
Executory contracts, handling of, 208
Exempt property, listing of, 212

Fees, 
attorney’s, 192, 193, 197 
filing, see Filing fee 
chapter 13 trustee’s, 222

Filing, 
chapter 13 forms, requirements, 209,210 
complaints objecting to discharge, 234 
complaints to revoke confirmation, 221 
objections to allowance of claims, 227 
objections to confirmation of plan, 219 
proofs of claim, 226, 227

Filing fee, chapter 13 case, 
amount of, 214 
application to pay in installments, 213, 214 
nonpayment of, dismissal of case, 229 
payment in installments, time, 214

Final decree, 236
Final report of trustee, 236
Forms, chapter 13, see Chapter 13 forms

Good faith, confirmation requirement, 196, 203, 208
Grounds for dismissal or conversion, 229, 230
Guarantor, filing of claim by, 226

Hearing on confirmation, see Confirmation hearing
Home mortgage, curing defaults on, 206

Income, projected disposable, 199-201
Individual with regular income, definition, 194
Information from debtor, how to obtain, 195
Instructional course on personal financial 

management, requirements of, 197, 233
Insurance, requirement of, 228
Interest, payment of on secured claim, 204
Interim Bankruptcy Rules, 442
Interviewing debtor, matters to cover, 195-198

Joint chapter 13 petition, eligibility requirements, 194
Joint vs. single petition, factors, 196
Jurisdiction for chapter 13 case, 214

Leases, unexpired, handling of, 208
Length of plan, 203, 224
Liens and security interests, 

avoiding, generally, 197, 205 
of creditors not dealt with in plan, 226 
proof of claim of, 226, 228 
purchase-money, 205, 220 
validity under state law, 197 
valuation of, 205, 206, 228 
voidability under Section 522(f), 197 
voidability by trustee, 197

Lien stipping, 206
Limitations, statute of, effect of case on, 229
Local forms, 192
Local rules, 192
Median family income, 211

Meeting of creditors, 
generally, 217-219 
notice of, 217 
required documents, 218 
when and where held, 217

Minimum payments, unsecured claims, 208
Modifying chapter 13 plan, 

after confirmation, 224, 225 
maximum length when, 225 
prior to confirmation, 220

Mortgage, home, curing defaults on, 206
Motions for dismissal or conversion of case, 

229, 230

Nonpayment of filing fee, dismissal for, 229
Notice, 

by publication, 219 
of automatic stay, 216 
of commencement of case, 215 
of confirmation hearing, 217, 219 
of confirmation of plan, 220 
of discharge, 235 
of meeting of creditors, 217 
of order for relief, 217 
of time for filing, 
 objections to confirmation, 219 
 objections to discharge, 235 
 proofs of claim, 217 
to creditor, return of, 219

Number of copies filed, chapter 13 forms, 209, 215

Objections, 
to allowance of claims, 227 
to confirmation of plan, 219 
to discharge of debtor, 234

Operation of business during case, 198
Order confirming plan, 220, 256
Order for relief, notice of, 217
Order of discharge, 235
Outside of plan, payment of claims, 204, 207

Partially-secured creditors, 204-206, 220
Payment of claims by trustee, 228
Payment of claims outside of plan, 204, 207, 223
Payment of costs and fees, 197
Payments under plan, 

by whom made, 197 
commencement of, 198 
curing defaults, 205, 206 
for interest on secured claims, 204 
on priority claims and expenses, 202, 204 
on secured claims, 204-206, 226 
on unsecured claims, 226-228 
when paid to creditors, 226

Payments to trustee, when commenced, 198
Personal property, valuation of, 220
Petition, Chapter 13, see Chapter 13 petition
Petition, joint, generally, 196
Plan, chapter 13, see Chapter 13 plan
Postpetition debts and claims, 

allowance of, 225 
approval of by trustee, 225 
consumer debts, trustee’s prior approval of, 
 225 
dischargeability of, 226, 233 
treatment of when case converted to 
 chapter 7, 232

Powers of trustee, 223
Preliminary plan, use of, 197
Preparation of chapter 13 forms, 209-213
Principal residence, debts secured by, 206
Priority claims, 202, 204
Projected disposable income, 199-201
Proof of claim, 

effect of filing, 226, 227 
examination of by debtor, 228 
filing of by codebtor or guarantor, 226 
filing of by debtor or trustee, 226 
form of, 226 
generally, 226-228 

of security interest, requirements, 226 
time for filing 226 
withdrawal of, 226

Property, 
exempt, listing of, 212 
includable in debtor’s estate, 223 
of estate, vested in debtor by confirmation 
 order, 220 
undistributed, disposition of, 236

Prior bankruptcy case, effect of on debtor’s eligibility 
under title 11, 194

Priority claims and expenses, 202, 204
Publication, notice by, 219
Purchase-money security interests, 205, 220

Reaffirmation agreements, 234
Reasons for filing under chapter 13, importance of, 

196
Reconsideration of claims, 227
Regular income, definition, 194
Relief from automatic stay, 216
Reopening chapter 13 case, 236
Report, trustee’s final, 236
Requirements for filing under chapter 13, 194
Residence, debtor’s principal, debts secured by, 206
Revocation of confirmation, 221
Revocation of discharge, 235
Rights of debtor under chapter 13, 197

Secured claims, see Claims, secured
Secured creditor, 

generally, 204-206, 226, 228 
see Claims, secured

Secured property, valuation of, 205, 206, 228
Security interest, see Liens and security interests
Signature of attorney, 210
Small claims, payment of, 228
Standing Chapter 13 Trustee, 222
Statute of limitations, effect of case on, 229
Stay, automatic, 216
Student loans, dischargeability of, 234

Tax returns, 
filing of by debtor, 217 
providing of to trustee and creditors, 218

Time for filing, 
attorneys disclosure statement, 193 
Chapter 13 forms and plan, 209, 213 
complaints to determine 
 dischargeability of debts, 234 
complaints to revoke confirmation, 221 
objections to confirmation of plan, 219 
proofs of claim, 226

Transferred claims, filing proofs of, 226
Trustee, Chapter 13, 

appointment of, 222 
approval of postpetition consumer 
 debts by, 221, 225 
duties and functions, 222, 223 
duties when case converted to 
 chapter 7, 232 
fees of, 222 
filing of claims by, 226 
final report of, 236 
payments to, when commenced by 
 debtor, 198 
powers to avoid transfers, 223 
standing, when appointed, 222

Undistributed property, 236
Unexpired leases, handling of, 208
United States Trustee, 222
Unliquidated claims, filing proofs of, 227
Unsecured claims, see Claims, unsecured
Unsecured creditors, 

generally, 206, 207, 226-228 
see Claims, unsecured
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Unsuccessful case, 
disposition of, 229 
generally, 229-231 
when discharge granted, 233, 234

Valuation of personal property, 220
Valuation of security interest, 205, 206, 211, 228
Venue requirements, chapter 13 case, 215
Verification of chapter 13 forms, 210

Waiver of discharge, 233
Withdrawal of claims, 226
Work sheets, bankruptcy, use of, 195
Wrong district, case filed in, procedure, 214
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